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Some sad news in the Woodturning Community, Bill Shean has passed away and we pass on our 
condolences to his wife and family from the members of Western Sydney Woodturners. 
 
Our kitchen is being repaired and the building in the park is continuing to be fixed, if only the 
rain will stop for a while so when it is finished we can tidy the yard and shed up and store our 
timber in better conditions. 
 
Our demonstrations keep coming so could everyone help with charity bowls as they are in great 
demand at these functions. 
 
As you probably know by now the MAY MAXI DAY has been moved back one week to the 24th 
due to a demonstration for the Koi Society and the Bunnings Barbeque being on the same day.   
The  A.G.M  has been brought forward one  week to the 12th JULY as members of the Executive 
will be absent on the normal date.   The July Maxi Day will also be on the same day as the 
A.G.M. 
 
We will be trialing the locked tool boxes to a draw type under the benches, and will be trying 
out some different lights over the lathes to find the best and most durable that suits us. 
 
Can everyone keep in mind the rubber mats which are in front of every lathe, they are there for 
your safety so after cleaning up when you have finished please put them back in front of the 
lathe you have been using so that the turners the next day don’t have to set them up again. 
 
Could club members let someone know on the Executive whether anyone would be interested 
in having a Maxi Day and have someone come to do a demonstration on Hand Made Leather 
work which would be interesting as well as useful. 
 
Until next time, enjoy your turning 
 
Bob Young 
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President: Bob Young (0408760131) 

Vice Presidents:  Paul Collins and David 

Searle 

Secretary: Alan Eipper 

Treasurer: Paul De Belle 

Grants Officer & Membership Secretary:  

Raymond Saich 

Catering Officer: Fiona Deane 

Librarian: Gary Hansell 

Editor: Ron Fathers 

ron1947@optusnet.com.au 

Assistant Editor: James (Jimmy) Singh 

Jimmy-Woodturner@hotmail.com 

Webmaster: Lindsay McEwen 

Lcmcewen@optusnet.com.au 

Training Co-ordinator: Ron Devine 

Trainers: Graham Dawes and Rod Brown 

Shop Managers:  

Paul Collins (JP) and Bob Young 

Stores, Equipment & Maintenance: 

Manny Farrugia, Dave Matthews,  

Graham Dawes (JP) 

Welfare Officer: Eddie Catford 

If you have any problems or information 

concerning the club please contact any of 

the above committee members.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mon-Thurs:  8:30am – 3:30pm     $5 

Friday Nights: 6:30pm – 9pm        $3 

 

Third Saturday of the month: 

9:30am – 3:30pm                           $5 

16th May 

20th June 

18th July 

Contact: Liam Healy – 0411560984 

 

Ladies Day – Second Saturday 

of the month:   $5 

13th June 

11th July 

8th August 

Contact: Anna Dawes – 96386995 

tandawes@optusnet.com.au 

 

Maxi Day – Third Sunday of the 

month: 

From 9:30am (Lunch included)  $6 

24th May – John Krook – Rose 

Engine 

21st June – Terry Baker 

12th July – Ken Copper – Stool 

(AGM) 

16th August – Darryl Smith 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Second Tuesday of the month – 

7pm 

12th May 

9th June 

14th July 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Michelle 
Rowland MP,   The 
member for 
Greenway, for her 
continued support 
which includes the 
printing of this 
newsletter 
 

 

 

Shop items 

Triple “P”  

Friction Polish  

Sanding Sealer  

Sandpaper  

Club Shirts  

Dust jackets  

Club Badges  

Pen Kits  

Pen Blanks – Acrylics  

Many more items also 

available  

 

Shop Trading Hours 

Mon-Thurs: 9am – 10:30am 

    : 12:45 – 1:30pm 

Friday nights: 7pm – 7:30pm 

See Paul Collins and Bob 

Young for more details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wood for Sale 
Members don’t forget that we lots 

of wood for sale out the back.                       

The varieties are: African Olive, 

African Yellow wood, Swamp 

Mahogany, Camphor, Banksia, 

White Cedar, London Plane, 

Jacaranda, Tallow wood, Silky Oak.  

For more information ask the 

convenor for the day.   

    

  

 

mailto:Lcmcewen@optusnet.com.au
mailto:tandawes@optusnet.com.au
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Happy Birthday to all our members this month. 

We hope you have a great day with many more 

to come. 

Lawrence Benjamin Peter Bohan 

Rodney Brown  Wendy Healy 

Ken Iles   Eddie Johnson 

Justin Kahane  Michael Killen 

Hans Kuehn  Greg Wilson 

Lawrence Mifsud  Nev Parsons 

David Searle  Andy Tappouras 

Anthony Toutounj Bradley Turner 

Monica McDaniel-Wong 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome to all our new members this month. 

We hope your stay is both long and rewarding 

Shaun Slater  Phil Deale 

Chris Durman 

Welfare 
Regrettably I am unable to give a 
comprehensive report as I have been 
away for a while however I have been 
advised of some members who have 
had bereavements in their family, to 
these members we pass on our sincere 
condolences and heartfelt sympathy. 

To those members who have been ill 
and I have not caught up with we wish 
you a speedy recovery and hope to see 
you at the club soon 

Eddie C 

 

Club Badges 
If anyone hasn’t received their 
name tag yet or if you need a new 
one, please let me know and I will 
make you one when I can. 

Jimmy Singh 
 

Training Course 
Intermediate Classes 

Saturday 30th May – Starting at 8:30am to finish 
We have 3 members signed up already but we would like 
some more. 
If you would like more information call Ron Devine 
(Training Coordinator) on 0402362352 

 
 

May 
 KOI Society Pet and Garden Show – Sunday 17th 

8am to 4pm 

 Bunning’s BBQ - Sunday 17th – 8am to 4pm 

 Blacktown City Festival – Saturday 30th – 9am to 
4pm 

July 
 Linnwood House – Sunday 12th – 10am to 4pm 

August 
 Stitches and Craft Show - Canberra – Wednesday 5th 

to Sunday 9th 

 Stitches and Craft Show – Newcastle – Wednesday 
12th to Sunday 16th 

 
 

Any members interested in going to these events 
please put your name on the clipboards at the club 
 

MEMBERS – WE REALLY NEED MORE 
CHARITY BOWLS! So PLEASE make as 
many as you can  
 

Terry Baker.. 

Coming to our club next month. 

Terry's  a professional woodturner with many years 

experience and he's coming to our club to share his 

knowledge and demonstrate his skills.  

Write it in your diary, Sunday 21st June so you are not 

disappointed. All the professional turners we invite to the 

club are of a very high standard so there is always 

something to learn. 
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B. S. from the Bush - May 
The weather has turned a little warmer during the day. Beautiful low 20s and sunny, 
perfect Autumn weather.  

 Well, it’s all happening now. The council  inspection from last month was delayed a 
week due to some continuous rain we had for a day and night, just before Sydney 
got a wash, so the builder couldn’t do what was required. Anyway the inspection 
took place and all was well with the shed. The inspector saw the partitioning on the 
inside and promptly told me that the partitioning was not on his plan. He told me to 
contact the boss in council, which I did, he asked for an up to date plan, within 
30mins  the plan was on his desk which was the original plan I gave to the builder in 
the beginning. The builder only did a plan for his work. After giving council the 
weekend to think about it, the inspection was on the Friday, I started chasing about 
Tuesday, on Wednesday, I spoke to an assistant and she informed me all was ok and 
a letter was in the post. Just like a cheque, I am still waiting for the letter. Anyway I 
have taken the view that all is good and started sheeting the walls  which I have had 
to stop because of the electrician, to make it easy for him to run his wires. 

There is plenty else to do. The vegie patch has been completed in its basic form, the 
soil has been formed up and leveled off and today, May 1, has got some vegie seeds 
in and a couple of citrus trees. Hopefully a bird netting will be installed and 
something to keep the Roos out soon. The last time I grew any vegies was way back 
in England where the climate is somewhat different. If anyone has any advice, my e-
mail is around somewhere, please let me know, I’d love to hear from you. 

 Actually this brings up an important point. When I was last in Sydney for the 
Rosehill, Stitches and Craft Show, I spoke to a lot of members, at the club and 
general chat at the show and was amazed at some of the questions I was asked 
about the Club and my personal situation, all of which has been in the newsletter. 
HOW MANY MEMBERS READ THE NEWSLETTER ON THE NET?????? The newsletter 
has become a very high standard publication since Ron Fathers (Editor) and Jimmy 
Singh (Assistant Editor) took over last July. Yes, there are always improvements to 
be made but I feel these guys should be congratulated for their efforts. With a 
quality publication like we have now, I would have thought plenty of members 
would like to be associated with it and get their name mentioned together with a 
report. I am sure Ron and Jimmy would love the input. 

Back to the important stuff ( I don’t think). Today is May 1, trying hard to keep the 
Editor happy with the report being early, the other news I have is that three days 
ago the builder turned up with his digger and started on the extension of the house 
(not an extension on the shed just yet). The concrete is being poured on Tuesday 
and then the framework starts the following Monday. By the time of the next Club 
meeting, the framework should be a reality. 
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Two final items to mention. The first being meeting up with Bob and Lynn at 
Oberon, a visit to a magnificent garden called Mayfield, cool fresh breezes you could 
say on the day but a very pleasant day.  

The second item is regarding the Club. We all belong to a great club, outward going 
and willing to have a go. There are new members joining all the time. Do they know 
what the Club is about? What I am getting at is that the AGM is coming up very soon 
(July) and anyone is entitled to stand for a position on the Executive. All members 
who read this please ask questions and be part of a great Club, even if you are 4 
hours away. 

 Until next time, Cheers for now        Ken Vodden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       The vegie patch                        Walls being sheeted                       House extension 

 
Hawkesbury Show 

 

I recently entered the Hawkesbury show and won second 
prize in the novice section for a turned article which was a 
teapot stand. 
 
This was made of a kitchen bench top, sanded to 1000 grit and 
finished with triple P and friction polish. 

 
In the article made of wood 
section I submitted a tipper 
truck which unfortunately was not successful and this was made of 
pine , sanded to 1000 grit and finished with spray varnish, The body 
was made of seven ply sanded and sprayed with varnish. 
 
This was a lot of fun in making and submitting these items and the 
challenge next year is to win the ribbon for first prize. 
         
       David Searle 
  

Well done David, I reckon next year will be your year.  Editor 
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St Barts 
     It was windy and overcast when Dave, Leonie and I arrived at St Barts just before 7am. We 
setup in our usual spot. Lawrence arrived just before 8am with a few things to sell. Not long later 
Russ and John came with their things as well. Space was very tight so luckily Russ brought a small 

table to use he also used his plastic containers for extra 
space which was a clever idea.  
          We then all had a very quick look around at the 
other stalls which included: Handmade chocolates, 
plants, handmade bags and towels, honey, a lucky dip 
where everyone won a prize and the rotary club BBQ.  
    The town crier was also walking around but when his 
bell broke they asked us if we could fix it for him. Lucky 
Dave had the right tools to fix it. Whether that was a 
good thing I don’t know. 
         The day turned out okay despite the dark clouds 
and wind. There was a bit of sunshine at times which 

was really good. Luckily we didn’t get any rain throughout the day. We had a few people having a 
look and buying our stuff which was good. Most of the sales were made in the afternoon. The 
charity didn’t do as good as last year but some of the 
members did pretty well.  

Lawrence was kept 
busy during the 
day turning these 
small things that a 
lady wanted for 
her bed head. He 
had to make 8 of 
them which he did 
pretty quickly. The 
lady was happy 
with them so she 
made a donation to the charity.  
        Bob Williams and his wife dropped in for awhile  to have a 

look around and to chat with us. Around lunch time Lawrence went home and came back with his 
wife, she stayed with us for the rest of the day and helped us pack up which was nice. 
        Around 2pm most of the other stalls started to pack up so we did too because the clouds were 
getting darker and we thought it was going to rain any minute.  
      Thanks to everyone who came and helped out. Let’s hope we can get some more sunshine next 
year.  

          Jimmy Singh 
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 The Trend Open day was held on the 17th and 18th April.  Friday dawned somewhat overcast and 

intermittent showers. 

Set up was a bit difficult with the showers however 

with the help of Fiona, Leida and Manny we managed 

to get underway without getting wet. Once we were 

set up, initially things were a bit slow but by mid 

morning there was a steady flow of people and it was 

good to catch up with similar minded people from near 

and far. One familiar face was our member; David 

Burns who arrived with several other members from 

the Orange Men’s Shed. It was good to catch up with 

David who looks well and appears to be enjoying life in 

the Central West. 

In addition there were several other guests, some 
from further afield who enjoyed chatting about 
wood turning and their experiences. One of those 
speaking with us subsequently joined the club on 
Sunday maxi day.  
 
Most of the other clubs in the area like 
Hawkesbury, Cumberland, Ornamentals 
and Sydney Carvers were there 
showing off their capabilities, as well 

as an exhibition of machinery by Laguna. Some nice 
machinery there accompanied with a pretty price as 
well. I think we have a greater number of members 
than those clubs mentioned here, yet they had far 
greater representation than Western Sydney 
Woodturners. Surely we can support the club at these 
functions and also support those businesses that 
support not only the club but also the individual 
members.  
  
Saturday morning began with threatening weather 

but the club had representation with Paul Collins and myself.  
 
Those in attendance had previously been advised that the main task of the demonstration would be 
turning Charity Bowls and whilst about 8 bowls were the end result the styles and shapes were quite 
varied and resulted in light hearted banter between those present as to whose bowl was better than 
the others. 
 
To those who assisted in the demonstration and also attended I express my thanks and would like to 
see some other members also put up their hand to attend and assist. 
 
Don’t leave it to the other person to do it.      Paul De Belle 
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Our guest demonstrator this month was Carolyn McCully on the topic of Pyrography. 
 
From first glance I was extremely 
impressed by the professional and 
organised manner in which she was 
setting up. Printed colour booklets 
with a summary of the key points and 
her contact details were laid out on 
the empty chairs awaiting our arrival. 
The work table had a range of 
completed pieces and various tools of 
the trade. Given the amount of quality 
knowledge shared throughout the 

morning I feel she seriously undersold herself as "a hobbyist". 
 
Having an affinity for drawing from the age 
of five - the journey into the wonderful 
world of Pyrography began for Carolyn in 
1999 when her father bought back "this 
really neat new device" from a 
woodworking show and let her have a try. 
The piece of wood that came to hand had a 
knot in it - this knot became an eye of a 
kookaburra. Twelve years later her dad 
finally got to have his turn when she 
upgraded to a Razortip multi- temperature 
tool.  

 
 
The demonstration piece for the day was 
a flying dragon. While working on this 
piece she described a variety of 
techniques as they were being used and 
answered questions as they arose.  
It quickly became apparent that there 
were many different ways to 
customise/highlight the work that are 
not necessarily associated with 

Pyrography but nonetheless Carolyn has used with stunning effect. Coloured pencils, 
water colours and copper leaf to name but a few. 
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Some of the key tips shared throughout the morning are summarised below: 
-   Hoop pine, Camphor Laurel, Jacaranda or Huon Pine are all ideal Pyrography timbers. 
- Do NOT start with Radiata Pine, while cheap and readily available - varying grain does 

not suit. 
- Prepare timber to be used by sanding to at least 800 grit, preferably 1200 grit. 
- Use coloured pens (green, blue, and purple) NOT black when tracing patterns onto 

timber.     
- Have clean dry hands to avoid oil onto timber. 
- Use a piece of scrap paper under your working hand. Keeps oil off timber and avoids 

smearing your tracing / pattern outline. 
- Clean nib with wire brush or dedicated razor style cleaners rather than sandpaper as 

it wears the nib out / changes nib shape. 
- Clean nib more frequently when working at higher temps or oily finishes. 
- When tracing photos do NOT copy all the fine details. Concentrate on main outlines 

and reference similar images - do not rely solely on photo as perspective doesn't 
translate exactly with accurate proportions. 

- Heat gives the line NOT pressure. 
- Speed = light thin lines 
- Slow = heavy thick lines 
- Light timber burns easy, dark timbers require higher heat and harder to control burn 
- To avoid "blobs" at start of work blow on the tip (do NOT touch your lips HOT HOT 

HOT), to reduce temperature slightly. 
- Multi-Temp machines are better than single temp 
- Heavy Duty cords provide smoother electrical flow = better temperature control 
- You can check temperature of nib by starting on a darker area of the work for easy 

concealment. 
- Vented versus non-vented pens indicates higher working temperature  
- If it smells strongly, generally not a good idea to burn -> toxic, pneumonia  
- Don't burn finished work, sand back first. Toxic + poor working surface. 
- Don't burn over coloured work - potentially iron based. Potential for ignition, 

damaging to health and work surface. 
- Apply colour highlights last and keep record of names numbers used for future 

repairs 
- Clipboard with small fan to blow the smoke away attached via bulldog clip provides a 

good portable vented working surface 
- Three basic nibs will do most things - skew, spoon & standard nib. 
- Skew suits single line work, cuts both sides of timber. 
- Wheat pillow makes a great support/steady for shaped work - eg: bangle 
- Colouring books are great for basic outline patterns 
- When using inks - fully burn perimeter of area to be coloured to avoid bleed through 

/ running along the grain. 
- Consider brush on versus spray on varnish when using colours being mindful of 

smudging, curing time & bleeding. 
- Shot glasses, syringes are great for mixing / applying colours  
- Roll brush in ink to get coverage start in larger area and blend out 
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- Wash out brushes straight away in soapy water  
- Fingerless gloves during winter. 

 
We broke for yet another spectacular lunch by our amazing catering team (thanks 
Manny & Fiona). 

 
Anna hosted our show n tell session. 
Lots of amazing work on display. Thank 
you to all those members who shared 
their projects. 
 
For those who were inspired, the club 
machines were set up and Carolyn 
supervised a mini workshop where we 
had a go at applying what we had just 
discussed. 
 

All in all an awesome day and an absolute bargain for the wealth of information 
provided. 
 
My only disappointment was the appalling attendance levels. For a club of over 150 
members I was embarrassed that we struggled to present 25 odd members / guests. 
I sincerely hope we do much better for the next demonstrator, as I doubt we will 
manage to continue to attract this kind of quality if we cannot be bothered to show up. 
 
Carolyn has kindly offered to hold an intro to Pyrography workshop day at the club 
soon on a Saturday, date tbc 
Approx. 6hours all materials included, byo machine (preferably multi-temp) $90 cash, 
byo lunch.  
Max. 6 per class - put your name on the board if interested - you won't be 
disappointed. 
 
Thanks to all members who assisted to make the day possible by operating cameras, 
recorders, setting up chairs, banking etc. 
           Wendy Healy 
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                                        Ray Smith             Beech, Cherry, Sapele  

                                                                                    395mm x 685mm 

                           493 pieces 

                                                                                                   13.5kg (before turning    

                and sanding) 
         London Plane Tree       5kgs (finished)             

  Oak                            (Lacewood)                        

             

                 

                                            

      

 

            Beech, Oak, Cherry,                   Pine            Cherry       Sapele              Sapele 

Manny 

             Graham Murray   

       

       

       

       

       

       

            

Elm, Purple Heart                Elm     

 Friction Wax    

Anna Dawes 

     

     

     

     

    

 Silky Oak – Danish Oil 

  

Ted Payne   

     

                Olive          

              

              Friction 

                     Polish                                                                    
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MEMBERS !!!!! 

Following is a list of bound Books and DVD’s missing from the library.  After much searching and 
phone calls it has come to the stage where  the club needs to have these returned for the use of 
others. 

BOOKS 

No 15 and 110 borrowed by D Gibson 

No 20 borrower not listed    No 22 borrower not listed 

No 37 borrower not listed 

No 49 borrower P Bohringer 29/3/2014 

No 52 borrower not listed    No 56 borrower A. Tauton 

No 63 borrower G. Todd-Mannix 

No 89 borrower R. Pickard 7/9/2013 

No 103 borrower unknown    No 112 borrower W. Hartley 

No’s 113,114,115 borrower not listed 

DVD Numbers 27 and 28.  Someone has taken out the discs, leaving the cases and not entering the 
borrowing in the book. All of the above are assets of the club and it is everyone’s responsibility to 
treat them as such. The time for having these is 1 month (not months or years).  The loss of them 
is purely caused by laziness on the part of members to keep track of time and return and re-log 
the item/s in. Nothing should be taken out without entering details in the record books. 

All members are requested to adhere to the proper procedures. 

Gary Hansell, Librarian 

                                                       Steve Hitchcock     

             

             

                   

 

Teak – Danish Oil                          Jacarandra – Friction Polish        Apple- Friction Polish           

       

           

            

          

           Jarrah – Danish Oil                                                   Assorted Tools 
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    Liam Healy    Liam Healy                Ron Devine 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
   Sada Gounder                    Wendy Healy & Sada Gounder      David Searle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Les Coombes    Les Coombes                Steve Attard 
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Life’s Truths 
 
Don’t forget the challenge I issued last month. You only have until 30 October 2015 to 
submit your entry.  
 
This month a few of life’s truths for you to ponder. These truths just as important for the 
young and not so young so that they don’t miss out on life’s little treasures and make all 
the mistakes us oldies did. 
 
Fun doesn’t care what your age is - be a devil and have a go. 
 
Worrying is like a rocking chair, it gives you something to do but it doesn’t get you 
anywhere. 

(However I once rocked my grandfather’s chair off the verandah – and a two month 
ban from sitting in it.) 

 
Don’t worry about getting old worry about thinking old. 
 
To be SEVENTY years YOUNG is sometimes more cheerful and hopeful than to be FORTY 
years OLD. 
 
Good friends are like quilts they age with you but never lose their warmth. 
 
Some people no matter how old they get they never lose their beauty. They simply move it 
from their face into their heart. This beauty may not be visible but it can certainly be felt. 
 
No great mind has ever existed without a touch of madness. Be prepared make a fool of 
yourself and laugh at yourself. 
 
Listen to your elders not because they are always right but because they have more 
experience at being wrong. 
 
Know that you are the perfect age, that each year is precious and special and that you will 
live each year only once. 
 
Stop counting the years and enjoy life. If you must count the years then think of each one 
as an achievement that those younger than you may never reach. 
 
Quote of the month: 
 
Life’s tragedy is that we get too old too soon and too wise too late.  -  Benjamin Franklin 
 
 

Must Fly Woodchip  
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She is there from the beginning 
And she’s there throughout your life 

She deserves the love you give her and much more 
Mothers won’t expect your gratitude 

Your love is all she’ll ask 
And you’ll never ever even up the score 

 
Whether it’s soccer or ballet and tap 

Netball, hockey or art 
She’s always there one hundred percent 

Cheering and clapping 
With pride and love in her heart 
Your guardian angel heaven sent 

 
A bunch of flowers on Mother's Day 

Chocolate she won’t get to eat 
And a card that on her heart strings tugs 

When all she really wants from you 
Is a little bit more time 

So just be sure to give her lots of hugs 
 

For she knows that you love her 
But tell her just the same 

It makes her day to hear it every time 
And the smile that you get back 

Is the wonderful reward 
With loving thoughts to make your spirits climb 

 
Neil Guthrie 

 



16 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A Reminder about Workshop Safety 
We must all keep in mind the importance of WORKSHOP SAFETY. Please 
THINK and ACT responsibly at all times. 

It is up to all of us to fulfill our commitment by wearing at all times; 
 Dust masks 
 Protective glasses 
 Suitable clothing 
 Footwear 
 Ear protection 

It does not hurt to discuss safety with other members if they are not 
doing the right thing. 
REMEMBER.................       It is your body and your limbs......... 
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THE BACK PAGE 
 

GETTING TO KNOW YOUR TOOLS             ITEM 16                                  FINISHING 
 
This is an introduction to the many and varied type of finishes you can apply to a finished 
work piece, we will not cover the decorative side of finishing at this time and 
concentrate on what is achieved with the product used, the method of application and 
any problems associated with them. As there are so many there is a lot to think about, 
such as the type of wood, shiny, gloss, semi gloss, matt, friction polish, wax, stains, oils, 
burnishing, sanding, super glue and so on, and to make it more confusing there are the 
number of different brands in all of these methods. 
 
Before we get to far into this topic there is one very important point to be adhered to 
and should be remembered at all times when getting ready to apply the chosen finish, 
that is “THE QUALITY OF FINISH IS ONLY AS GOOD AS THE SURFACE PREPERATION” e.g., 
poor sanding finish, poor quality finish. Job reined. It is also advised to remember that all 
surfaces should be dust and oil free as again this also affects the finish quality.  
 
There are three major types of finishes: EVAPORATIVE, REACTIVE and COALESCING. 
 
Wax is an evaporative finish because it is dissolved in turpentine or petroleum distillates 
to form a soft past. After these distillates evaporate, a wax residue is left behind. 
 
Reactive finishes may use solvents such as white spirits and naphtha as a base. 
Varnishes, linseed oil and tung oil are reactive finishes, meaning they change chemically 
when they cure, unlike evaporative finishes. This chemical change is typically a 
polymerization, and the resultant material is less readily dissolved in solvents.  
 
Tung oil and linseed oil are reactive finishes that cure by reacting with oxygen, but do not 
form a film. 
 
Water based finishes generally fall into the coalescing category. 
 
Comparison of different clear finishes. 
 
Clear finishes are intended to make wood look good and meet the demands to be placed 
on the finish. Choosing a clear finish for wood involves trade-offs between appearance, 
protection, durability, safety, requirements for cleaning, and ease of application. The 
following table compares the characteristics of different clear finishes. Rubbing qualities 
indicates the ease with which a finish can be manipulated to deliver the finish desired. 
Shellac should be considered in two ways. It is used as a finish and as a way to 
manipulate the wood ability to absorb other finishes by thinning it with denatured 
alcohol. The alcohol evaporates almost immediately to yield a finish that is completely 
safe but shellac will attach itself to virtually any surface, even glass, and virtually any 
other finish can be used over it.     
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 Appearance Protection Durability Safety 
Ease of 

Application 
Reversibility 

Rubbing 
Qualities 

Wax 
Dull, even 

sheen unless 
spit polished 

Short Term 
Needs 

frequent 
reapplication 

Safe when 
solvents in 
paste wax 
evaporate 

Difficult on 
bare wood 

Diffucult. 
Solvents thin wax 

causing it to 
penetrate 

deeper. Sanding 
creates heat. 

Scraping 
recommended 

Needs to be 
buffed for 
low sheen, 
buffed with 
damp pad 

for high 
gloss 

Shellac 

From 
virtually 

clear (super 
blond)to a 
rich orange 

(garnet) 

Fair against 
water, poor 

solvent 
protection 

Durable 

Safe when 
solvent 

evaporates, 
used as food 

and pill coating 

Clogs spray 
equipment. 

Quick solvent 
flash time 

makes 
brushing 

difficult. Ox or 
badger/skunk 

hair brush 
recommended. 

Easy to pad, 
however 

French Polish is 
difficult 

Completely 
reversible using 

alcohol 
Excellent 

Nitrocellulose 
lacquer 

Transparent, 
good gloss 

Decent 
protection 

Soft and 
somewhat 

durable 

Uses toxic 
solvents. Good 

protection is 
needed, 

especially if 
painted 

Requires 
equipment. 

Reversible with 
proper solvents 

Excellent 
soft finish 

Pre-Cat 
lacquer 

Transparent, 
all sheens 

from 5% to 
90% 

Good general 
protection 
against wet 

and dry heat. 

Meets UK and 
European 

standards for 
"general use". 

Uses toxic 
solvents. Spray 

booth is 
needed. 

Spray 
application 

only. 

Non-Reversible 
after 5 days 

Excellent 
general 

furniture 
finish used 
extensively 
outside USA 

Conversion 
varnish 

Transparent, 
good gloss 

Excellent 
protection 

against many 
substances 

Hard and 
durable 

Uses toxic 
solvents, 
including 
toluene. 

Breathing 
protection is 

needed 

Requires spray 
equipment. 

Used in 
professional 
shops only 

Difficult to 
reverse 

Excellent 
hard finish 

Boiled 
Linseed oil 

Yellow warm 
glow, pops 

grain
1
, 

darkens with 
age 

Very little Little 

Relatively safe, 
metallic driers 
are poisonous, 

rags may 
spontaneously 

combust 

Easy, but cure 
time can be 

upward of 30 
days 

Difficult. All 
saturated wood 

needs to be 
removed 

(planing/sanding/
scraping) 

Dries hard, 
can be 

buffed to 
high gloss 

Tung oil 

Warm glow, 
pops grain

1
, 

lighter than 
linseed 

Water 
resistant 

Poor 

Relatively safe 
when fully 
cured. Pure 

tung oil 
contains no 

metallic dryers. 
Many products 
labeled tung oil 
are oil/varnish 

blends 

Difficult. 
Sanding is 
required 

between coats 
and a partial 

cure is 
necessary. 
Very long 
finishing 

schedule for 
sufficient 

amount of 
coats 

Difficult. All 
saturated wood 

needs to be 
removed 

(planing/sanding/
scraping) 

Dries hard, 
can be 

buffed to 
high gloss 

Alkyd varnish 
 
 
 
 
 

Not as 
transparent 
as lacquer, 
yellowish/ 
orange tint 

Good 
protection 

Durable 

Relatively safe, 
uses 

petroleum 
based solvents 

Brush or spray. 
Brushing needs 

good 
technique to 

avoid bubbles 
& streaks 

Can be stripped 
using paint 
removers 

Fair 
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Polyurethane 
varnish 

 
Slight 

ambering, 
comes in a 
variety of 

sheen 

 
Excellent 

protection 
against many 
substances, 
tough finish 

 
Durable after 
approx. 7 day 
curing period 

 
Relatively safe, 

uses 
petroleum 

based solvents 

 
Very easy 

when thinned 
and wiped on. 
Also brushes 

and sprays well 

 
Can be stripped 

using paint 
removers 

 
Easy to rub  

out with 
steel wool or 

synthetic 
pads to 
reduce 
sheen. 

Because it is 
soft, it 

cannot be 
buffed to a 
high gloss 

Water-based 
polyurethane 

Transparent 

Good 
protection. 

Newer 
products 

(2009) also 
UV stable 

when noted 

Durable after 
approx. 10 
day curing 

period 

Safer than oil-
based, fewer 

volatile organic 
compounds 

Brush or spray. 
Fast drying 

demands care 
in application 

techniques 

Can be stripped 
using paint 
removers 

Excellent. 
Acrylic 

finishes are 
very hard 

and can be 
buffed to an 

extreme 
gloss. Use a 

release 
agent 

2-Part 
polyurethane 

Transparent 

Stronger 
protection 

than regular 
polyurethane 

varnish 

Durable once 
cured, 

generally less 
than an hour 

low or free of 
VOCs, 

nonreactive 
when cured 

generally 
sprayed, 

equipment 
must be 

cleaned of any 
mixed product 
immediately 

Irreversible 

Sands easily. 
Sanding not 

needed 
between 

coats 

Oil-varnish 
blends (i.e. 
Danish Oil, 
Teak oil, 
"tung oil 
finish") 

Enhances 
natural 

figure like a 
drying oil, 

but easier to 
apply and 

more 
protective. 

Low, but 
more than 

pure oil 
finishes 

Fairly durable 
but not 

recommende
d for heavy 
use items 

such as table 
tops 

Relatively safe, 
uses 

petroleum 
based solvents 

Easy, apply 
with rags and 
wipe off. Too 

many 
applications 
can result in 

sticky build up 

Difficult. All 
saturated wood 

needs to be 
removed 

(planing/sanding/
scraping) 

Dries hard. 
can be 

buffed to a 
matte finish 
or to a gloss. 

Often top 
coated with 
paste wax 
for extra 

protection 

Epoxy resin 

Thick, high-
gloss, and 

transparent. 
Some 

formulations 
can cloud or 
yellow with 

UV exposure 

High level of 
protection 

Flexible and 
durable 

Safe when 
cured 

Easy pour-on 
application for 
flat surfaces, 

difficult to 
apply evenly 

on more 
complicated 

shapes 
 

Cleanable with 
acetone when 

liquid. 
Irreversible once 

cured 

flexibility 
makes 

sanding 
difficult but 

possible 

 

Eddie C. 
Note. As in all professions there are many and varied opinions and ways of doing things. This is true of wood turning. These articles are the results 
of my reading article publications. 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

   

What's the difference between a flea and a wolf? 

One howls on the prairie; the other prowls on the hairy. 
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